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Section 1 – Salvation Belongs to the Lord 
• Salvation is monergistic: Synergism is a cooperative venture… Monergism… works alone as 

the sole active party.5 “Salvation belongs to the LORD.” (Jon2:9) The emphasis is not on what 
man does in appropriating the grace of God, but on what God does in applying it.16 

• Those whom he foreknew he also predestined (Rom8:28): God “inhabits eternity.” (Isa57:15) 
Rather than fortune telling, He is “declaring the end from the beginning… saying… ‘I will accom-
plish all my purpose.’” (Isa46:10) It is a reverse order of Scripture… to affirm that God elects be-
cause He foreknows people. The truth is, He foreknows because He has elected.16 Foreknowl-
edge is election: “God does not show favoritism,” (Acts10:34NIV) and thus does not elect based 
on foresight of our faith. If “no one who seeks God,” (Rom3:11) what could God possibly foresee… 
but unbelief?13 Those “appointed to eternal life believed.” (Acts13:48) It was not based on fore-
seen faith; it was the cause of faith.9 Foreknow = forelove: Know [is often]… practically synony-
mous with love.7 “Joseph… knew [ginōskō] her not until she had given birth.” (Mt1:24-25) “I never 
knew you… you workers of lawlessness,” (Mt7:23) though knowledge of their motives… led to 
their condemnation.22 When we read, “those whom he foreknew [proginōskō],” (Rom8:29) the ob-
ject of the divine foreknowledge is not the actions of certain people but the people themselves.13  

• Whom he predestined he also called (Rom8:30a): Predestination [is] what He intended to do 
with those whom He foreknew.21 “Predestined us for adoption.” (Eph1:5) “Calls his own sheep… 
and leads them out.” (Jn10:3) Before He calls… they are His own.9 Two types of calls: “Many are 
called [gospel call]… few are chosen [effectual call].” (Mt20:16) Gospel: When unattended by the 
Holy Spirit, it never results in salvation. “We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block… and folly.”        
(1Cor1:23) “A king… sent his servants to call those who were invited… but they would not 
come.” (Mt22:2-3) Effectual: Attended by “the Holy Spirit,” (1Thes1:5) it always results in salva-
tion. “To those who are called… Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (1Cor1:24) 
“Servants went out… and gathered all whom they found… the wedding hall was filled.” (Mt22:10) 

• Those whom he called he also justified (Rom8:30b): Between calling and justification, “the 
washing of regeneration” (Tit3:5) occurs. 100% the work of God.5 “The wind blows where it wish-
es… So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit,” (Jn3:8) 100% passive. Effectual calling re-
generates: “Consider your calling… because of him you are in Christ.” (1Cor1:30) “I have been 
found by those who did not seek me.” (Rom10:20) “Lazarus, come forth!” God’s sovereign call 
created the life.9 Regeneration proceeds faith: “Unless one is born again [1st] he cannot see the 
kingdom of God [2nd].” (Jn3:3) Logically we know that electricity comes prior to the light, so it is 
with regeneration and faith. “When we were dead in our trespasses, [God] made us alive together 
with Christ.” (Eph2:5) Dead men do not cooperate with grace. Unless regeneration takes place 
first, there is no possibility of faith.5 “Everyone who believes [present tense]… has been born of 
God [past tense].” (1Jn5:1) Belief, demonstrates we have been born-again, not a process to be 
born again. Regeneration guarantees faith: No word corresponding to our English word “whoev-
er.”6 Literally: “So that everyone believing in Him not should perish.” (Jn3:16) The emphasis is 
not… who can believe… but that “every believing one” should have everlasting life.6 “I will give 
them a heart… they shall return to me.” (Jer24:7) “Everyone whom the Father gives me will come 
to me.” (Jn6:37NET) “You do not believe because you are not my sheep.” (Jn10:26NIV) “I have other 
sheep… and they will listen.” (Jn10:16) Being part of his eternal flock enables you to believe.9   

• Those whom he justified he also glorified (Rom8:30c): Between justification and glorification 
“sanctification by the Spirit” (2Thes2:13) occurs, “from one degree of glory to another.” (2Cor3:18) 
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True faith perseveres: “He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion.” (Phil1:6) “I 
will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes.” (Eze36:27) “I give 
them eternal life, and they will never perish.” (Jn10:28) It’s not, can you lose your salva-
tion, but can Christ lose you? “I should lose nothing of all that he has given me.” (Jn6:39) 
We do not keep ourselves; we are,18 “kept by the power of God.” (1Pet 1:5NASB) False faith fails: 
Profession of Christ is not possession of Christ. “They went out, that it might become plain that 
they all are not of us.” (1Jn2:19) What differentiates: “I have prayed for you that your faith may 
not fail… when you have turned.”    (Lk22:32) “He always lives to make intercession,” (Heb7:25) 
which guarantees our perseverance. 

• Gospel implications: God’s sovereignty over salvation promotes personal holiness and active 
evangelism. “Work out your own salvation… for it is God who works in you.” (Phil2:12-13) “I have 
other sheep… not of this fold. I must bring them also… and they will listen to my voice.” (Jn10:16) 

Section 2 – Saved By, For, and From What? And How? 
• By, for, and from God: “He has chosen you [by]… to serve the living and true God [for]… Jesus 

who delivers us from the wrath to come [from].” (1Thes1:4,9,10) By God: “But God [by His will], 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us… by grace you have been 
saved.” (Eph2:4-5) Sovereign will: We “were born, not… of the will of man, but of God,” (Jn1:13) 
Sovereign love: “In love he predestined us for adoption… according to the purpose.” (Eph1:4-5) 
Sovereign mercy/grace: “The purpose of the Lord… merciful.” (Jas 5:11) “His own purpose and 
grace.” (2Tim1:9) “Mercy… display his perfect patience.” (1Tim1:16) “His grace in kindness toward 
us.” (Eph2:7) Mercy is not giving sinners what they do deserve… grace is giving sinners what they 
do not deserve.2 Mercy is the servant to grace’s glory.4 “Caused us to be born again… to an inher-
itance.” (1Pet1:3) Mercy removes death, grace gives eternal life. For God: “There is one God… 
for whom we exist.” (1Cor8:6) His glory: “Atone for our sins, for your name’s sake,” (Ps79:9) “to 
the praise of his glory.” (Eph1:12) His purpose: “The LORD has made everything for its purpose,”     
(Pro16:4) both proximate and remote.5 “You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.”       
(Gen50:20) Proximate serves the remote.5 “All things work together for good.” (Rom8:28) “The 
nearness of God is my good,” (Ps73:28NASB) but “the way is hard that leads to life.” (Mt7:14) His 
service: “By the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice.” (Rom12:1) From 
God: “Saved from the wrath of God.” (Rom5:9NASB) “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God,” (Heb10:31) thus, “people will seek death and will not find it.” (Rev9:6) 

• Fourfold salvation: Saved from the pleasure of sin [regeneration], penalty of sin [justification], 
power of sin [sanctification], and the presence of sin [glorification]. Pleasure: “The washing of re-
generation.” (Tit3:5) “A new spirit I will put within you.” (Eze36:26) “I will put the fear of me in their 
hearts.” (Jer32:40) “The love of God… poured out within our hearts.” (Rom5:5NASB) “You have put 
more joy in my heart than [when] grain and wine abound.” (Ps4:7) Penalty: Man has a negative 
debt, “all have sinned,” (Rom 3:23) and lacks a positive credit, “there is none righteous.” (Rom 
3:10) “No human being will be justified.” (Rom3:20) Justification removes the debt: “He made him 
to be sin who knew no sin,” (2Cor5:21) “canceling the record of debt that stood against us.” (Col 
2:14) Justification gives the credit: Jesus “fulfill[ed] all righteousness,” (Mt3:15) “that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” (2Cor5:21) “Everyone who believes is justified.” (Act-
s13:39NET) Power: “Through sanctification by the Spirit,” (2Thes2:13) “sin will have no dominion 
over you.” (Rom6:14) How? “The Spirit of God dwells in you.” (Rom8:9) Our sin is “exposed by the 
light.” (Eph5:13) “Discipline seems painful… but later it yields… righteousness.” (Heb12:11) “All 
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was vanity,” (Eccl2:11) “broken cisterns that can hold no water.” (Jer2:13) Presence: “Death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore.” (Rev21:4) 

• Gospel implications: Understanding mercy/grace magnifies the work of Christ. “For our 
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin [taking the sin that merits hell], so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God [giving the righteousness that merits 
heaven].” (2Cor5:21) Understanding the salvation process magnifies the great lengths which God 
takes to bring us to Himself. 

Section 3 - The Great Substitution  
• Problem: God will be “condemning the wicked… and justifying the righteous.” (1Kgs8:32NASB) Men 

are “desperately wicked,” (Jer17:9KJV) and “there is none righteous.” (Rom3:10) The paradox: 
How can God be “forgiving iniquity and… visiting the iniquity,” (Num14:18) at the same time? 

• Solution: If I break your china, I must pay for it, or you must forgive me and absorb the cost. We 
must pay “the wages of sin” (Rom6:23) in hell, or God must absorb the cost by sacrificing “his only 
Son,” (Jn3:16) “that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” (Rom3:26) 

• Christ the righteous (1Jn2:1): “Born under the law, to redeem.” (Gal4:4-5) Us: “Lovers of plea-
sure.” (2Tim3:4) Him: “I love the Father.” (Jn14:31) Us: “Delights in their abominations.” (Isa66:3) 
Him: “I delight to do your will.” (Ps40:8) Us: “Fall short of the glory of God.” (Rom3:23) Him: “I glo-
rified you on earth.” (Jn17:4) There’s never been one moment in your life that you’ve loved God as 
God deserves to be loved… yet, there was never one moment in the life of Christ that He did not 
love God as God deserves to be loved.1 “I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” (Jn8:29) 

• Sacrifice of Christ: “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” (Heb10:4) 
God is infinitely pure > sin is infinitely vile: “Be holy, because I am holy.” (Lev11:45) God is infinitely 
dignified > sin is infinitely punished: “They have rejected me.” (1Sam8:7) Finite creatures cannot 
exhaust infinite punishment: “Who can endure the heat of his anger?” (Nah1:6) An infinite God can 
exhaust infinite punishment: “You make His soul an offering for sin.” (Isa53:10NKJV) 

• Substitution of Christ: “The righteous for the unrighteous.” (1Pet3:18) His perfection is imputed 
to us and our sinful failure is imputed to Him.9 Our sin His: “He was pierced for our transgres-
sions,” (lsa53:5) “not counting [our] trespasses against [us].” (2Cor5:19) His righteousness ours: 
“By the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.” (Rom5:19) “Put on Christ,” (Gal 
3:27) a “robe of righteousness.” (Isa61:10) His work, not ours: “Abraham believed God, and it 
was counted to him as righteousness.” (Rom4:3) “Son, you must have a clean room to watch the 
game.” He forgets, and I clean the room. Later, he apologizes and accepts the consequences: No 
game. “Son, your room is clean, you may watch the game.” He did not clean the room… in pure 
grace, I counted his apology as connecting him with a fulfilled command that I fulfilled for him.4 

• Sufferings of Christ: “A man of sorrows.” (Isa53:3) They “had him flogged severely,” (Jn19:1) 
“and led him away to crucify him.” (Mt27:31) Cross: Adequate exhalation required lifting the body 
by pushing up on the feet and by flexing the elbows… each respiratory effort would become ago-
nizing and tiring and lead eventually to asphyxia.8 Sin bearing: “He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the tree.” (1Pet2:24) All that he hated most deeply was poured out fully upon him.10 
Abandonment: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Ps22:1) “Your sins have hidden 
his face from you.” (Isa59:2) Wrath: “Remove this cup from me… in agony he prayed more 
earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood.” (Lk22:42,44) History records that 
many christians martyrs facing death were filled with joy, not sorrow. Did “the captain of their sal-
vation,” (Heb 2:10NKJV) fear what they rejoiced in? No! Rather to be “put forward as a propitiation,”     
(Rom3:25) to absorb “the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath.” (Rev16:19) Curse: “Cursed be 
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anyone who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.” (Deut27:26) “Christ redeemed 
us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.” (Gal3:13) Reverse the beatitudes to de-
fine our curse that fell upon Christ. The cursed are refused heaven, tormented by God, have none 
of the earth, are miserable, condemned without pity, cut off from God's presence, and 
disowned. Christ cries, “Why have you forsaken me?” (Mk15:34) and the curses of Mount 
Ebal (Deut28) were the answer: “The Lord will send on you curses… strike you with 
madness and blindness and confusion… no one to help you… the heavens over your head shall 
be bronze… you shall become a horror… [and] the Lord will take delight in… destroying you.” 

• Gospel Implications: Here you may suppose the Father to say, when discussing His plan with 
Christ for you: Father: What shall be done for these miserable souls? Son: Such is my love and 
pity for them, that rather than they shall perish eternally, I will be responsible for them; bring in all 
their bills, that I may see what they owe You… that there may be no after-reckonings with them… I 
choose to suffer Your wrath rather than they should suffer it… upon me be all their debt. Father: 
But, my Son, if You undertake this for them, You must pay down to the last cent… if I spare them, I 
will not spare You. Son: Father, let it be so; charge it all upon me, I am able to discharge it: though 
it prove a kind of undoing to me, and impoverishes all my riches… I am content to undertake it.11 

Section 4 – Faith and Repentance 
• Both necessary/inseparable: “Whoever does not believe is condemned.” (Jn3:18) “Unless you 

repent, you will all likewise perish.” (Lk13:3) “Repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Je-
sus Christ.” (Acts20:21)) Repentance cries, “Unclean, unclean.” (Lev13:45) Faith cries, “You can 
make me clean.” (Mt 8:2) You can't have faith without repentance any more than you can face 
forward and backward at the same time.9 Order: “Repent [1st] and believe [2nd].” (Mk1:15) 

• True repentance: Repentance puts past actions in a different light… change of mind… leads to a 
change of lifestyle.17 “What earnestness this godly grief has produced in you.” (2Cor7:11) Sees 
God/sin: “I am… unclean… my eyes have seen the King.” (Isa 6:5) Confession: “You have dealt 
faithfully and we have acted wickedly.” (Neh9:33) Shame: “I am ashamed and blush to lift my face 
to you.” (Ezra9:6) Hatred: “I do the very thing I hate.” (Rom 7:15) From sin to God: “Let the 
wicked forsake his way… let him return to the LORD.” (lsa55:7) Abandons self-righteousness: 
“Repentance from dead works,” (Heb6:1) works once claimed as righteous. Painful joy: “Jesus 
whom you crucified… they were cut to the heart.” (Acts2:36-37) The very nature of [repentance] 
necessarily implies delight.15 “God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance,” (Rom2:4) for 
He is, “patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish.” (2Pet3:9) To see God’s patience 
where wrath should be, is a sweet sorrow.15 Christ is “like treasure hidden in a field, which… in 
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” (Mt13:44) Repentance must be 
preceded by the awakening of a delight in God.15 Before repenting, the prodigal said, “My father's 
hired servants have more than enough bread… I will arise and go to my father.” (Lk15:17-18) One 
must taste the happiness of knowing God before one can be truly sorrowful for not having more 
of that happiness.9 Hopeful brokenness: “Return to the LORD… for he will abundantly pardon.”    
(Isa55:7) Judas saw judgement, for “worldly grief produces death.” (2Cor7:10) David saw pardon: 
“Have mercy on me,” (Ps51:1) for “godly grief produces a repentance… to salvation.” (2Cor7:10) 

• False repentance: “The heart is deceitful above all things.” (Jer17:9) “You clean the outside of 
the cup… but inside they are full of greed.” (Mt23:25) “They hear the word… receive it with joy… 
[and] fall away.” (Mk4:16-17) “Whoever says ‘I know him’ but does not keep his commandments is 
a liar.” (1Jn2:4) Achan confessed after being caught: “I have sinned… this is what I did.” (Josh 
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7:20) “They do all their deeds to be seen by others.” (Mt23:5) “Whoever conceals his transgres-
sions will not prosper.” (Pro28:13) “Judah did not return to me with her whole heart.” (Jer3:10) 

• True faith: Order: True faith hears, “a spring of water welling up to eternal life,” (Jn4:14) believes, 
“give me this water,” (vs15) and responds, “the woman left her water jar and went away.” (vs28) 
Object: “Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, 
he would look at the bronze serpent and live.” (Num21:8) “As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,” (Jn3:14-15) so “that everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes should have eternal life.” (Jn6:40) “Fixing our eyes on Je-
sus… who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross… and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.”      (Heb12:2) Christ [is] the mark where our faith must aim,12 “faith 
as small as a mustard seed.”       (Lk17:6NIV) Strong faith in a weak bridge will not save, whereas 
weak faith in a strong bridge will; our faith in not is strong to save, but the object of our faith, 
Christ, is. Warrant: Whatever he may be or may not be, whatever he may have felt or may not 
have felt,14 “this is his commandment, that we believe,”  (1Jn3:23) for “whoever believes in him 
should not perish.” (Jn3:16) Child-like: “Children… to such belongs the kingdom of 
heaven.” (Mt19:14) indicating disposition, not age. We can believe that a chair will bear our 
weight, but we do not exhibit personal trust in the chair until we sit on it.14 Treasures Christ: “You 
believe in him and rejoice with joy,” (1Pet 1:8) and “count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ.” (Phil3:8) 

• False faith: “They have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.” (Rom10:2) “This peo-
ple draw near with their mouth… while their hearts are far from me.” (Isa29:13) “They remem-
bered… [but] their heart was not steadfast.” (Ps78:35,37) “Whoever denies me… I also will deny.” 
(Mt10:33) “If righteousness were through the law… Christ died for no purpose.” (Gal2:21) 

• Gospel implications: “Let us reason together… though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow,” (Isa1:18) for “He made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might be-
come the righteousness of God.” (2Cor5:21) “Come to me, all who labor… I will give you rest.” (Mt 
11:28) “We implore you… be reconciled to God.” (2Cor5:20) “Repent and believe.” (Mk1:15) 

Section 5 – Evidences, Neccessities, and Assurances of Salvation 
• Validation by examination: Evidences (internal graces): “That you may know that you have 

eternal life,” (1Jn5:13) so “confirm your calling and election.” (2Pet1:10) Necessities (external 
works): “I will show you my faith by my works,” (Jas2:18) so “examine yourselves.” (2Cor13:5) As-
surances (soul's witness): “We cry, ‘Abba, Father,’” (Rom8:15) having “full assurance.” (Heb6:11) 

• Evidences of Salvation: Character: The “blessed” consist not in outward actions, but of inward 
graces.16To experience them joyfully is an evidences of salvation. Aware of depravity: “Blessed are 
the poor in spirit.” (Mt5:3) Grieves over depravity: “Blessed are those who mourn.” (vs4) Submis-
sive in depravity: “Blessed are the meek.” (vs5) Gospel approval: “Christ crucified… [is] a stum-
bling block… and folly… but to those who are called… the power of God and the wisdom of 
God.” (1Cor1:23-24) Where that does not appear to us, where our minds are not affected by it, 
there is no faith at all.19 “It was fitting that he… should make the founder of their salvation perfect 
through suffering.” (Heb2:10) Holiness: Having received “the light of the glorious knowledge of 
God in the face of Christ,” (2Cor4:6NET) the believer cries, “I delight in the law of God, in my inner 
being,” (Rom7:22) having a new “hunger and thirst for righteousness.” (Mt5:6) Worship: “Love our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.” (Eph6:24NKJV) “Hypocrites… pray… [to] be seen by others.” (Mt6:6a) 
The true test of a man’s character is what he does when no one is watching.20 “Go into your room 
and shut the door and pray.” (vs6b) Grows in awe of God’s holiness contrasted with our sinfulness: 
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“God is in heaven and you are on earth… let your words be few.” (Eccl5:2) Grows in understand-
ing God’s glory and our joy: “Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those… rejoice!” (Ps105:3) 
As we glory in His name we find ourselves rejoicing… the very purpose for which we were made.5 
Grows in understanding our access to God is through Christ alone. “We have confidence to enter 
the holy places by the blood of Jesus.” (Heb10:19) Repentant life: “The world has been crucified 
to me, and I to the world,” (Gal6:14) and so it prefers to “seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is.” (Col3:1-2) “Peter remembered… and he went out and wept 
bitterly.” (Mt26:75) “We… groan inwardly… [for] the redemption of our bodies.” (Rom8:23) 

• Necessities of Salvation: Salvation is not by works, but saving faith gradually delights more in 
Christ and less in sin. “No one born of God makes a practice of sinning,” (1Jn3:9) such as des-
ignates him a sinner more than a saint. “Everyone who practices righteousness has been born 
of him.” (1Jn2:29) “Add to your faith… continually increasing… to be sure of your calling.” (2Pet 
1:5,8,10NET) “If you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses.” (Mt6:15) “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its pas-
sions and desires.” (Gal5:24) “You cannot serve God and money.” (Lk16:13) “To you who believe, 
this stone is precious,” (1Pet2:7NIV) for “you love him.” (1Pet1:8) “We know that we have passed 
out of death into life, because we love the brothers.” (1Jn 3:14) “Your words became to me a joy 
and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name.” (Jer15:16) “If anyone… does not bridle 
his tongue… this person’s religion is worthless.” (Jas1:26) “The one who endures to the end will 
be saved.” (Mk13:13) “Walk as children of light.” (Eph5:8) “The kingdom of heaven has suffered 
violence, and the violent take it by force.” (Mt11:12) “You should not only believe in him but also 
suffer for his sake.” (Phil1:29) “The gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life,” (Mt7:14) 
so “sit down and count the cost.” (Lk14:28) False assurance: “Many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not [do this and that],’ then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness.’” (Mt7:22-23) So long as there is a vestige of reliance upon our right-
eousness, our service, our obedience, our knowledge, our understanding of doctrine, there can be 
no genuine assurance.17 Full assurance of faith (Heb10:22): “The Spirit himself bears witness to 
our spirit that we are God’s children,” (Rom8:16) so “that we might understand the things freely 
given us by God.” (1Cor 2:12) Our assurance rests in the embracing of our inability and God’s all-
ability. “With man it is impossible… all things are possible with God.” (Mk10:27) “I am sure that 
[nothing] will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom8:39)  

• Gospel implications: “To reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowl-
edge of God’s mystery, which is Christ.” (Col2:2) Real assurance rests on a sound understanding 
of salvation… of justification… of sanctification, and… of ourselves.5 However, Paul speaks of the 
One “who loved us.” (Rom8:37) It is not doctrine which assures, although it encourages. It is love. 
It is not propositions about the atonement that save, but the death of the man Christ Jesus. And 
for many souls it is only the realisation that “a faintly burning wick he will not quench.” (Isa42:3) 
We need the love of such a ‘felt Christ’ if we are to enjoy a subjective assurance.17 “I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal2:20) 
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