
THE GOSPEL STUDY (PART 2: ANTHROPOLOGY - WHO IS MAN?) 
“Sound doctrine, in accordance with the gospel.” (1Tim1:10-11) by Steven Rodrigue

Section 1 - The Exceeding Sinfulness of Sin 
  
What’s the most terrifying news in all of Scripture? God is good. Why is that so terrifying? 
Because you are not. “No one is good except God alone.” (Mk10:18) God’s goodness is 
what makes man’s sin the ultimate and only problem of humanity.1  Men measure goodness 
horizontally, against one another; compared to someone worse than you, you’re good. “When 
they measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with one another, they 
are without understanding.” (2Cor10:12) God measures goodness vertically, against Himself; 
compared to Him, you’re bad. “I will make justice the line, and righteousness the plumb line.”     
(Isa28:17) His character determines good and evil, not our opinions. “I declare what is right.”   
(Isa45:19) God’s moral purity highlights man’s moral depravity. “In Him there is no darkness at 
all,” (1Jn1:5) therefore, compared to Him, even “the light in you is darkness.” (Matt6:23) If 
God was not who God is, sin would not be what sin is.2 Compared to God, who is good, the 
blackness of our sin is revealed to be “sinful beyond measure.” (Rom7:13) So what is sin?  

- Sin is a wretched defilement: Sin is an abomination to God, a foul, disgusting thing.2 
“The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD.” (Pro15:8) “Evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.” (Mk7:23) Joshua, as a high priest, was clothed with “holy 
garments,” (Exo28:2) but to God, “Joshua was clothed with filthy garments.” (Zech3:4) To 
God, his sin was like clothing, and it was filthy. Sin is described as a “filthy language,” (Col 
3:8NIV) "filthy riches,” (Tit1:7ABP) "blots and blemishes,” (2Pet2:13) and “the stain of your 
iniquity.” (Jer2:22NASB) Sin spoils the goods and stains the garments.12 When confronted 
with God’s holiness, Isaiah cries, “I am a man of unclean lips.” (Isa6:5) The filthiness of 
sin is in its contrast to the moral purity of God. The “filthiness of the flesh and spirit,” (2Cor 
7:1KJV) so permeates and saturates, that “all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment.” 
(Isa64:6NASB) Even Paul, “Wretched man that I am!” (Rom7:24) Adam and Eve, knowing 
the filthiness of their sin, “sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths… 
and… hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God.” (Gen3:8) Sin is such a 
filthiness that it is ashamed of itself. It seeks to hide itself from those that love it most, and 
to go around shrouded under the disguise of virtue. There need be no other argument to 
make it odious, other than to see it in its own colours.29 

- Sin is utter deception: “The deceitfulness of sin.” (Heb3:13) “The heart is deceitful 
above all things.” (Jer17:9) The nature of sin, as sin, is not only to be vile, but to hide its 
vileness from the soul.21 “There are those who are clean in their own eyes but are not 
washed of their filth.” (Pro30:12) At the heart of every sin is a lie that we choose to believe 
is true: “You will not surely die.” (Gen3:4) “Sin, seizing an opportunity through the 
commandment, deceived me.” (Rom7:11) Sin deceives through promises of pleasure, 
promises of self gain, and promises of not being discovered or punished; it assumes it 
can repent when it pleases rather than at God’s command, and it presumes upon the 
mercy of God rather than His wrath.8 “You say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need 
nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.” (Rev3:17) 
“Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed speedily, the heart of the 
children of man is fully set to do evil.” (Eccl8:11) “They exchanged the truth of God for a 
lie.” (Rom1:25) The enmity of man's heart against God is so subtile a thing in many, and it 
is so shrouded over with pretenses, that few get the lively discovery and sense of it.30 
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- Sin is unbelief: Jesus says men “sin, because they do not believe in me.” (Jn16:9) The 
atheist says God does not exist. God says the atheists does not exist. “Although they 
knew God, they did not honor him as God.” (Rom1:21) Atheism is an intentional and 
willing unbelief, for “by their unrighteousness [they] suppress the truth.” (Rom1:18) The 
fool says in his heart, “There is no God,” (Ps14:1) for it is called “evil, unbelieving 
heart.” (Heb3:12) There are two tenets of Atheism: There is no God, and I hate him. This 
may not be a reality in their consciousness, but it is the root of all their actions. Why is this 
root undiscovered by them? They keep so far away from God that they have no 
opportunity of discovering how they are affected by Him.31 Unbelief leads to every other 
sin; it defiles the conscience, hardens the heart, renders the word unprofitable, and makes 
men unstable and unfit for duty.8 The greater a person’s wisdom and honor and 
dependability, the uglier and more inexcusable an insult it is when you fail to take him at 
his word.9 “Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar.” (1Jn5:10)  

- Sin is anything not from faith: “Whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.” (Rom 
14:23) If God has not wrought living faith in your heart, you have never performed one 
truly good work in your whole life.23 This makes anything, from preaching to house-
painting, a candidate for sin.9 How? Believers “have the same spirit of faith,” (2Cor4:13) 
and “are not in the flesh but in the Spirit.” (Rom8:9) Unbelievers “are in the flesh [and] 
cannot please God,” (Rom8:8) because “without faith it is impossible to please him.” (Heb 
11:6) Therefore, every work, however splendid and excellent in the appearance of men, is 
counted as sin, except it be founded on a right conscience [of faith].14 Unbelievers are 
described as a “diseased tree” which “bears bad fruit.” (Mt7:17) If the stream doesn't start 
in the spring of faith, it does not matter where it flows, it will issue in sin.9 “Many will say to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, 
and do many mighty works in your name?’” (Mt 7:22) Apart from faith, Christ’s response 
is: “I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.” (vs23) The good 
atheist doesn’t exist according to God. All human ‘virtue’ is depraved if it is not from a 
heart of love to the heavenly Father, even if the behavior conforms to biblical norms.9 

- Sin is covenant-breaking idolatry: The covenant-breaker seeks to replace the one to 
whom he is covenanted. Adam sought to replace knowing God with obtaining His 
knowledge. The prodigal sought to replace a relationship with his father with obtaining his 
riches. Men are “inventors of evil,” and thus "exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images.” (Rom 1:23) Covenant-breaking always leads to idolatry, the worshipping of man-
made substitutes. “Take care, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God, which 
he made with you, and make a carved image.” (Deut4:23) Man’s not satisfied with one 
idol, but with “the multitude of his idols.” (Eze14:4) Man’s nature, so to speak, is a 
perpetual factory of idols.20 In addition, idolatry in Scripture is frequently signified by 
fornication and adultery.8 “They broke the covenant; Oh how they were unfaithful to 
me!” (Hos6:7) Why? “My covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares 
the LORD.” (Jer 31:32) And so the picture God gives over and over for idolatry is one of 
prostitution. “This people will rise and whore after the foreign gods among them in the 
land that they are entering, and they will forsake me and break my covenant that I have 
made with them.” (Deut31:16) Oh the treachery and heartache one feels when they find 
their spouse in bed with another. This is the great offense of covenant-breaking idolatry. 
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- Sin is a satanic desire for self-exaltation: “Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of 
the devil.” (1Jn3:8) Not of his substance, but by imitation and example.8 Jesus spoke of 
Judas, “One of you is a devil.” (Jn6:70) Sin turns a man made in the image of God, into a 
devil.14 As Peter opposed Christ’s death, Jesus said to him, “Get behind me, Satan!” (Mt 
16:23) Sin desires to frustrate God’s plans and to be a stumbling block to His purposes. 
“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires.” (Jn8:44) 
Man’s sinful nature is inspired by, and agreeable and pleasing to, the devil.15 Pride was 
the initial sin of Satan, and the initial sin of man. Satan said, “I will ascend to heaven and 
set my throne above God’s stars… I will make myself like the Most High.” (Isa14:13-14) 
Satan deceived Eve by saying, “You will be like God,” (Gen 3:5) and with a similar desire, 
she took the apple and ate. All rebellion against God is rooted, ultimately, in a desire to 
replace Him.18 “The thought of foolishness is sin,” (Pro24:9) thus, “you have been foolish, 
exalting yourself.” (Pro30:32) Sin would not only unthrone God, but ungod God, replacing 
Him with us, so that we could be the gods of our own world.16 

- Sin is autonomy (ungodliness): “Everyone is godless and an evildoer.” (Isa9:17) The 
essence of sin is autonomy or living independently of God.3 “Everyone doing whatever is 
right in his own eyes.” (Deut12:8) Ungodliness may be defined as living one’s everyday 
life with little or no thought of God, or of God’s will, or of God’s glory, or of one’s 
dependence on God.4  “Everyone turns to his own course, like a horse plunging headlong 
into battle.” (Jer8:6) Autonomy is getting rid of the Lord God, and the proclamation of self-
sovereignty.5 “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice?” (Ex5:2) The autonomous 
man implicitly denies his dependence upon God as his Maker and Governor, and 
arrogates to himself an irresponsible liberty to do his own will.6 “We have turned - every 
one - to his own way.” (Isa53:6) Autonomy reverses man's relation to God.7 “I am God, 
and there is no other,” (Isa46:9) but the autonomous man responds, “I am, and there is no 
one besides me.” (Isa 47:10) Ungodliness contaminates: “To convict all the ungodly of all 
their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all 
the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” (Jude1:15) 

- Sin is offensively ungrateful: “In him we live and move and have our being.” (Acts 
17:28) We are constantly dependent upon his providence, as the streams are upon the 
spring, and the beams are upon the sun.15 “He makes his sun rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust,” (Mt5:45) for “he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil.” (Lk6:35) Insensibleness of God’s mercies is at the bottom of our 
sinful departures from Him.15 God’s wrath is still provoked when men fail to “give thanks to 
him,” (Rom1:21) for "what do you have that you did not receive?” (1Cor4:7) “Hezekiah 
was ungrateful; he had a proud attitude, provoking God to be angry at him.” (2Chron 
32:25NET) “You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing.” (Ps145:16) To 
enjoy the gift, without gratitude to the Giver, is a great sin indeed. 

- Sin is nonconformity to God’s nature: God cannot approve of anything that does not 
conform to His nature, for it would suggest His nature is lacking some valuable quality. 
“You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Mt 5:48) Sin is a 
violation of an infinite obligation.10 “You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am 
holy.” (Lev19:2) Sin is directly opposite to all that is good in the character of God, and just 
as God necessarily and eternally delights in Himself and in all that He is, so God 
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necessarily and eternally hates sin.11 As “the LORD our God is righteous,” (Dan9:14) so 
“all unrighteousness is sin.” (1Jn5:17NASB) Sin devalues God’s worth, because it values 
something that is not bound up in person of God. “They have made Me jealous with what 
is not God.” (Deut32:21NASB) God cannot but hate that which is opposite to the glory of His 
nature, and to the lustre of all His perfections.6 God said, “Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness. (Gen1:26) To not reflect Him is sin. Sin is an attack on God’s character, 
a denial of God’s truth, an affront to His very being.13 

- Sin is nonconformity to God’s law: Sin is any lack of conformity to, or transgression of, 
the law of God.25 “Sin is lawlessness.” (1Jn3:4) To practice lawlessness is to live without 
law or as though God had never revealed His will to mankind.2  Both Hebrew/Greek words 
for transgress, mean to cross, pass over, or overstep one's bounds. The moral law keeps 
us within these bounds; sin goes beyond them. To transgress God’s command is to ignore 
the restrictions imposed upon us by God’s law and to run beyond its fence.2 Sin is doing 
what we should not: “Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”     
(Gen3:11) Sin is also not doing what we should do: “Whoever knows the right thing to do 
and fails to do it, for him it is sin.” (Jas4:17) The Bible speaks not of God’s laws, as if 
many of them, but of God’s law as a single whole.4 “Whoever keeps the whole law but 
fails in one point has become guilty of all of it.” (Jas 2:10) Why? “He who said, ‘Do not 
commit adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not murder.’” (vs11) God said. The law is one, “Obey My 
voice.” (Jer11:4KJV) “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the 
Book of the Law, and do them.” (Gal3:10) God establishes standards for his moral 
creatures that are in keeping with His own moral nature.32 Breaking those laws is a direct 
attack on His nature. “You… dishonor God by breaking the law.” (Rom 2:23) 

- Sin is not loving God: What is the greatest sin?  Breaking the greatest commandment: 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.” (Mt 22:37) Sin is any departure from loving God with all the powers and 
faculties of the soul, the will, the understanding, and the affections; in the most sincere, 
upright, and perfect manner, without any hypocrisy, and above all objects.8 The believer 
cries, “There is nothing on earth that I desire besides you.” (Ps73:25) “Because lawless-
ness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold,” (Matt24:12) and men become 
“lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.” (2Tim3:4) Jesus said, “If God were your 
Father, you would love me.” (Jn8:42) Sin is failing to love as we ought.3 Disobedience is a 
demonstration of not loving God: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (Jn 
14:15) Not loving God is wickedness: “The LORD’s curse is on the house of the wicked,”    
(Pro3:33) so “if anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed.” (1Cor16:22) A man 
might be very religious and conscientious of divine law and duty and yet be a terrible 
sinner before God, if his obedience is prompted by anything other than love for God.2 

“This people draw near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while their hearts 
are far from me, and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men.” (Isa29:13) 

- Sin is not glorifying God: The Westminster Confession of Faith reads: “Man's chief end 
is to glorify God…” Therefore, any thought, word, or deed that does not have the glory of 
God as its chief end is sin. The most common word used for sin in Hebrew/Greek carries 
the idea of missing the mark, missing the way, going wrong, or wandering from the path. 
“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Rom3:23) Thus, the target men are to 
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aim for is the glory of God. Sin’s roots go much deeper than what is seen on the surface: 
it is man’s refusal to acknowledge God’s right as God.2 The focus of our prayer should be, 
“Father, hallowed be your name,” (Lk11:2) but instead, “you trespassed against Me... 
because you did not hallow Me.” (Deut32:51NKJV) “Whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1Cor10:31) Man was placed at the head of the visible 
creation, actively to glorify that great Creator whom the inferior creatures could glorify only 
objectively; but man by sin comes short of this, and, instead of glorifying God, dishonors 
him.15 “They did not glorify him as God.” (Rom1:21NET) They take the praise, worship and 
glory that belong to God, and “they sacrifice to demons and not to God.” (1Cor 10:20NASB) 
“You have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do 
not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are all 
your ways, you have not honored.” (Dan5:23) One who does not render this honor to God 
takes away from God what belongs to Him, and dishonors God, and to do this is to sin.19 

- Sin is not delighting in God: The Westminster Confession continues: “and… to enjoy 
him forever.” God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.9 Therefore, 
any thought, word, or deed that does not carry within it a deep delight in God is also sin. 
“My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.”      
(Jer2:13) Sin is not treasuring God (living water), but rather treasuring something less 
worthy than Him (broken cisterns). Rather than to “delight yourself in the LORD,” (Ps37:4) 
“they delight in their abominations.” (Isa66:3NIV) Sin is what you do when your heart is not 
satisfied with God.9 Rather than a mind set “on things that are above,” (Col3:2) sinners 
have “minds set on earthly things.” (Phil3:19) What is sin but the corrupt and spoiled 
appetite of the creature, to things that are earthly and sensual, relishing more sweetness 
and delight in them, than in the blessed God?22 Christ is the “the exact imprint of his 
nature,” (Heb1:3) and so God says, “Behold my servant… in whom my soul delights.” (Isa 
42:1) As Christ is God’s greatest manifestation of Himself, to not delight in Him is the 
greatest offense. “You did what was evil in my eyes and chose what I did not delight 
in.” (Isa65:12) Sinning is any feeling or thought or speech or action that comes from a 
heart that does not treasure God over all other things.9 

- Sin is hostile opposition to God: Sin is a clenched fist, a constant opposition to God. 
“He shakes his fist at God and vaunts himself against the Almighty.” (Job 15:25NIV) 
Opposing God's will in one's life is the essence of what evil is.3 “You will not listen to me, 
but walk contrary to me.” (Lev26:27) The sinful mind, being “set on the flesh is hostile to 
God, for it does not submit to God’s law.” (Rom8:7) Sin is open opposition to God: not 
only a turning from but a turning against Him; It is the soul hating God as a Lawgiver.17 
“They have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, and have despised the word of the 
Holy One.” (Isa5:24) Those who choose friendship with the world are at “enmity with 
God… an enemy of God,” (Jas4:4) and in their very essence, “haters of God.” (Rom1:30) 

- Sin is cosmic treason: Every sin strikes at God's crown and dignity.12 “They have 
rejected me from being king over them.” (1Sam8:7) The smallest sin is an act of cosmic 
treason against a Holy God.28 “They have committed treason against the LORD, because 
they bore illegitimate children.” (Hos5:7NET) The Lord destroyed Shemaiah and all his 
descendants because he had “spoken rebellion against the LORD.” (Jer29:32) Every sin, 
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no matter how seemingly insignificant, is truly an act of treason against a cosmic King.26 
This universe is in a civil war, a rebellion, and we are living in a part of the universe 
occupied by the rebel.27 “Transgressing, and denying the LORD, and turning back from 
following our God, speaking oppression and revolt.” (Isa59:13) The heinousness of sin 
lies not so much in the nature of the sin committed, as in the greatness of the Person 
sinned against.10 King David was guilty of lies, adultery, and murder against men, but 
when confronted, he cries, “Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 
your sight.” (Ps51:4) Sin is the dare of God’s justice, the rape of His mercy, the jeer of His 
patience, the slight of His power and the contempt of His love.24 God says, “I will eliminate 
from among you the rebels and those who revolt against me.” (Eze20:38) 

- Gospel Implications: Knowing the exceeding sinfulness of sin is crucial to our salvation.  
A person can’t understand the cure if they don’t understand the diagnosis, and they can’t 
understand the good news of the gospel if they don’t understand the bad news of their sin. 
Till sin be bitter, Christ will not be sweet.12 “If it had not been for the law, I would not have 
known sin.” He says he didn’t know what coveting was, till he read, “You shall not covet.”    
(Rom7:7) By knowing our sin through the law, “the Law has become our tutor to lead us to 
Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.” (Gal3:24) Understanding that sin is cosmic 
treason, helps us realize that part of repentance is the act of laying down your arms and 
surrendering to God. Not understanding God’s true estimation of your sin makes it difficult 
to truly repent. Asking God to take you back without truly repenting, is essentially asking 
him to take you back without actually going back. 
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	Sin is autonomy (ungodliness): “Everyone is godless and an evildoer.” (Isa9:17) The essence of sin is autonomy or living independently of God.3 “Everyone doing whatever is right in his own eyes.” (Deut12:8) Ungodliness may be defined as living one’s everyday life with little or no thought of God, or of God’s will, or of God’s glory, or of one’s dependence on God.4  “Everyone turns to his own course, like a horse plunging headlong into battle.” (Jer8:6) Autonomy is getting rid of the Lord God, and the proclamation of self-sovereignty.5 “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice?” (Ex5:2) The autonomous man implicitly denies his dependence upon God as his Maker and Governor, and arrogates to himself an irresponsible liberty to do his own will.6 “We have turned - every one - to his own way.” (Isa53:6) Autonomy reverses man's relation to God.7 “I am God, and there is no other,” (Isa46:9) but the autonomous man responds, “I am, and there is no one besides me.” (Isa 47:10) Ungodliness contaminates: “To convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” (Jude1:15)
	Sin is nonconformity to God’s nature: God cannot approve of anything that does not conform to His nature, for it would suggest His nature is lacking some valuable quality. “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Mt 5:48) Sin is a violation of an infinite obligation.10 “You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.” (Lev19:2) Sin is directly opposite to all that is good in the character of God, and just as God necessarily and eternally delights in Himself and in all that He is, so God necessarily and eternally hates sin.11 As “the LORD our God is righteous,” (Dan9:14) so “all unrighteousness is sin.” (1Jn5:17NASB) Sin devalues God’s worth, because it values something that is not bound up in person of God. “They have made Me jealous with what is not God.” (Deut32:21NASB) God cannot but hate that which is opposite to the glory of His nature, and to the lustre of all His perfections.6 God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. (Gen1:26) To not reflect Him is sin. Sin is an attack on God’s character, a denial of God’s truth, an affront to His very being.13
	Sin is nonconformity to God’s law: Sin is any lack of conformity to, or transgression of, the law of God.25 “Sin is lawlessness.” (1Jn3:4) To practice lawlessness is to live without law or as though God had never revealed His will to mankind.2  Both Hebrew/Greek words for transgress, mean to cross, pass over, or overstep one's bounds. The moral law keeps us within these bounds; sin goes beyond them. To transgress God’s command is to ignore the restrictions imposed upon us by God’s law and to run beyond its fence.2 Sin is doing what we should not: “Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”     (Gen3:11) Sin is also not doing what we should do: “Whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.” (Jas4:17) The Bible speaks not of God’s laws, as if many of them, but of God’s law as a single whole.4 “Whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it.” (Jas 2:10) Why? “He who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not murder.’” (vs11) God said. The law is one, “Obey My voice.” (Jer11:4KJV) “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” (Gal3:10) God establishes standards for his moral creatures that are in keeping with His own moral nature.32 Breaking those laws is a direct attack on His nature. “You… dishonor God by breaking the law.” (Rom 2:23)
	Sin is hostile opposition to God: Sin is a clenched fist, a constant opposition to God. “He shakes his fist at God and vaunts himself against the Almighty.” (Job 15:25NIV) Opposing God's will in one's life is the essence of what evil is.3 “You will not listen to me, but walk contrary to me.” (Lev26:27) The sinful mind, being “set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law.” (Rom8:7) Sin is open opposition to God: not only a turning from but a turning against Him; It is the soul hating God as a Lawgiver.17 “They have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, and have despised the word of the Holy One.” (Isa5:24) Those who choose friendship with the world are at “enmity with God… an enemy of God,” (Jas4:4) and in their very essence, “haters of God.” (Rom1:30)
	Sin is cosmic treason: Every sin strikes at God's crown and dignity.12 “They have rejected me from being king over them.” (1Sam8:7) The smallest sin is an act of cosmic treason against a Holy God.28 “They have committed treason against the LORD, because they bore illegitimate children.” (Hos5:7NET) The Lord destroyed Shemaiah and all his descendants because he had “spoken rebellion against the LORD.” (Jer29:32) Every sin, no matter how seemingly insignificant, is truly an act of treason against a cosmic King.26 This universe is in a civil war, a rebellion, and we are living in a part of the universe occupied by the rebel.27 “Transgressing, and denying the LORD, and turning back from following our God, speaking oppression and revolt.” (Isa59:13) The heinousness of sin lies not so much in the nature of the sin committed, as in the greatness of the Person sinned against.10 King David was guilty of lies, adultery, and murder against men, but when confronted, he cries, “Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.” (Ps51:4) Sin is the dare of God’s justice, the rape of His mercy, the jeer of His patience, the slight of His power and the contempt of His love.24 God says, “I will eliminate from among you the rebels and those who revolt against me.” (Eze20:38)
	Gospel Implications: Knowing the exceeding sinfulness of sin is crucial to our salvation.  A person can’t understand the cure if they don’t understand the diagnosis, and they can’t understand the good news of the gospel if they don’t understand the bad news of their sin. Till sin be bitter, Christ will not be sweet.12 “If it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin.” He says he didn’t know what coveting was, till he read, “You shall not covet.”    (Rom7:7) By knowing our sin through the law, “the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.” (Gal3:24) Understanding that sin is cosmic treason, helps us realize that part of repentance is the act of laying down your arms and surrendering to God. Not understanding God’s true estimation of your sin makes it difficult to truly repent. Asking God to take you back without truly repenting, is essentially asking him to take you back without actually going back.

