
THE GOSPEL STUDY (PART 1: THEOLOGY - WHO IS GOD?) 
“Sound doctrine, in accordance with the gospel.” (1Tim1:10-11) by Steven Rodrigue

Section 1 - God the Creator 

The Cause: Things exist that cannot cause their own existence; an Uncaused Cause must 
exist.28 Two parallel mirrors can only create an infinite series of images when an unmirrored 
source image first causes the mirrored images. “In the beginning God created.” (Gen1:1) 
The eternal God: “From everlasting to everlasting you are God.” (Ps90:2) God existed 
“before time began.” (2Tim1:9NET) If you picture time as a straight line along which we have 
to travel, then you must picture God as the whole page on which the line is drawn.1 
The only Creator: “I am the LORD, who made all things.” (Is44:24) “By him [Jesus] all 
things were created” (Col1:16) ex nihilo, for prior to creation, “the earth was without form 
and void.” (Gen1:2) God “calls into existence the things that do not exist.” (Rom4:17) 
The Owner: “The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who 
dwell therein.” (Ps24:1) The very word authority has within it the word author. God is the 
author and the owner of His creation.3 
Power in creation: Creation is “by your great power.” (Jer 32:17) “By the word of the LORD 
the heavens were made.” (Ps33:6) “Let there be,” (Gen1:3) and there was. God speaks all 
creation into being. What God has done, is no measure of what He could have done.5 
The Sustainer: “By your will they exist.” (Rev4:11NKJV) God must intentionally actuate and 
uphold everything. “If he should set his heart to it and gather to himself his spirit and his 
breath, all flesh would perish,” (Job34:15) for “in him all things hold together.” (Col1:17) 
Wisdom in creation: “The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he 
established the heavens.” (Pro3:19) “Oh, the depth of [His] riches and wisdom.” (Rom11:33) 
The careful arrangement of the universe reveals the Creator’s unfathomable wisdom.7 
Sovereign Ruler: “The sovereign LORD comes.” (Isa40:10NET) “You have appointed [man’s] 
limits that he cannot pass.” (Job14:5) “Like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in My 
hand.” (Jer18:3-6)  This demonstrates that God has an incontestable sovereignty over us.4 
The final word: “Who are you, O man, to answer back to God?" (Rom 9:20) “If for a single 
moment I should go up among you, I would consume you.” (Exo33:5) “Shall the one who 
contends with the Almighty correct Him?” (Job40:2NKJV) Only God is autonomous. 
Self-existent: “I AM WHO I AM.” (Exo3:14)  I am what I am at present, I am what I have 
been, and I am what I shall be.2 “If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and its 
fullness are mine.” (Ps50:12) God does not depend upon anything outside of Himself. 
Gospel implications: “God who made the world... gives to all mankind… that they should 
seek God… and find him.” (Acts17:24-27) “Although they knew God [in creation], they did 
not honor him as God.” (Rom1:21) What creation could not do, God’s word does: “The law 
of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul.” (Ps19:7) If you could have heaven, with every 
imaginable pleasure, yet without Christ, would you be satisfied? “My desire is to depart [die] 
and be with Christ.” (Phil1:23) He does not say, “depart and go to heaven,” but go to Christ. 

Section 2 - Trinity & Hypostatic Union 

TRINIY: God exists as One, in essence, and Three, in persons. This truth, while impossible for 
finite man to fully comprehend, must nonetheless be accepted, because Scripture affirms it. 
One true God: “The only true God.” (Jn17:3) “I am the Lord, and there is no other.” (Isa45:5) 
“There is no God but one.” (1Cor8:4) All other religions have satanic origins: “The things which 
the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God.” (1Cor10:20NKJV) 
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One in essence: Essence is what you are.8 The Hebrew word ‘echad (one), refers to a unity of 
more than one person.13 “They (plural) shall become one (singular) flesh.” (Gen2:24) “The 
LORD our God, the LORD is one (‘echad).” (Deut6:4) 
Three in person: Person is who you are8 (distinct consciousness). Elohim = powerful ones. 
“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” (Gen1:26) “The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” (2Cor13:14)  
Each are fully God: When we speak of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit together, we are not 
speaking of any greater being than when we speak of the Father alone, the Son alone, or the 
Holy Spirit alone.9 “God our Father.” (Phil1:2) Jesus is called, “My Lord and my God!” (Jn20:28) 
If you “lie to the Holy Spirit… you have not lied to man but to God.” (Acts5:3-4) 
Three persons, one essence: “The Father has sent his Son,” (1Jn4:14) so He is not the Son. 
“The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my [Jesus’] name,” (Jn14:26) so He is not the 
Father or the Son. Jesus prays to His Father that believers “may be one even as we are 
one.” (Jn17:22) A plurality of persons within the unity of divine essence.13 God exists 
simultaneously as three distinct and equal persons who are one in their divine essence, who 
dwell in perfect equality and unity, each of whom are fully God, none of whom are the other. 
HYPOSTATIC UNION: This refers to Christ’s divine nature, united with our human nature. “The 
Word became flesh.” (Jn1:14) “God was manifested in the flesh.” (1Tim3:16NKJV)  
Two in nature: Remaining what he was, he became what he was not.10 “According to the 
flesh, Christ came… the eternally blessed God.” (Rom9:5NKJV) “In him the whole fullness of 
deity dwells bodily,” (Co l2:9) and yet He “shared in their humanity.” (Heb2:14NKJV) 
One in person: Jesus says “I,” not “we,” implying “one Lord, Jesus Christ.” (1Cor8:6) While 
remaining distinct, the two natures are united together in such a way so as to be one Person.8 

“There is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” (1Tim2:5) 
One person, two natures: “Before Abraham was, I am,” (Jn8:58) not, “my divine nature was.” 
If there is something only one of Christ's natures did, He can still say, I did it.8 “No one knows… 
nor the Son,” (Mk13:32) yet, “you know everything.” (Jn21:17) Humanity and divinity in One. 
Gospel implications: “He made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” (2Cor5:21) The Redeemer had to be truly human in order 
to suffer (in our place) and sympathize (our weakness).12 “Christ also suffered once for sins.. 
being put to death in the flesh.” (1Pet3:18) “We do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sin.” (Heb4:15) Only a person who has resisted temptation has felt the full weight of 
temptation.11 The Redeemer had to be truly divine in order to satisfy (God’s wrath) and secure 
(our righteousness).12 God’s wrath is “everlasting destruction,” (2Thes1:9) To satisfy it, He had 
to be “from everlasting to everlasting.” (Ps90:2) A blemished sacrifice “is an abomination to 
the LORD.” (Deut17:1) Thus, He had to be, “a lamb without blemish or spot.”        (1Pet 1:19) 
We must “be perfect,” (Mt5:48) but “no one does good.” (Rom3:12) Thus, He had to be 
“without sin,” (Heb4:15) and “always do the things that are pleasing to him.” (Jn8:29) 

Section 3 - God is Spirit, Omnipotent, Omnipresent, and Omniscient 

SPIRIT (JN4:24): God is not made of matter, has no parts or dimensions, is unable to be 
perceived by bodily senses (Heb11:27) and is more excellent than any other kind of existence.9 
“To whom will you liken me?” (Isa46:5) “The highest heaven cannot contain you.” (1Kg8:27) 
Theophanies: These are appearances of God in which He takes on a visible forms to show 
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Himself to people.9 When “the Lord spoke to Moses face to face,” (Exo33:11NKJV) it must be 
remembered, “you cannot see my face.” (Exo33:20) Intimacy was in view, not literal seeing; 
that is, visions of God, rather than seeing His total essence. “I saw visions of God.” (Eze1:1)  
OMNIPOTENT: “He rules by His power,” (Ps66:7NKJV) the “the immeasurable greatness of his 
power.” (Eph1:19) However, God “cannot deny himself,” (2Tim2:13) which means He cannot 
cease to exist, or cease to be God, or act in a way inconsistent with any of his attributes.9 
Superior power: “Power belongs to God.” (Ps62:11) The words are used interchangeably: 
“The Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power.” (Mk14:62) Within the visible displays of 
God’s power, “there His power was hidden.” (Hab 3:4NKJV) The operations of his power, 
compared with what he could have done, were rather the hiding of it than the discovery of it.4 
Unstoppable purposes: “In your hand are power and might, so that none is able to withstand 
you,” (2Chron20:6) for “not one word has failed of all his good promise.” (1Kg 8:56) God is 
either marvelous because he is for us or terrifying because he is against us.8  
He does as He pleases (Ps115:3): God “works all things according to the counsel of his 
will.” (Eph1:11) Not “according to the will of His counsel,” as when a wise person thinks first 
and then decides what to do.16 Rather, “He has both willed a thing and done it.” (Job23:13LXX) 
Two wills of God: God’s will of command (revealed desire for what ought to happen) and will 
of decree (secret desire for what will happen). “Let my people go,” (Exo5:1) vs “I will harden his 
heart, so that he will not let the people go.” (Exo4:21) “I will get glory over Pharaoh.” (Exo14:4) 
OMNIPRESENT: God does not have size or spatial dimensions and is present at every point of 
space with His whole being.9 He “fills everything in every way.” (Eph1:23NIV) “Where shall I flee 
from your presence?” (Ps139:7) God is more present than you are in your own heart.14 
Assumption/response: A: “The LORD does not see.” (Ps94:7) R: “His eyes are on the ways 
of man, and He sees all his steps.” (Job34:21) A: “Because the sentence against an evil work 
is not executed speedily… the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.” (Ecc8:11) 
R: “You are storing up wrath for yourself.. judgment will be revealed.” (Rom2:5)  
Apparent problem: God is “of purer eyes than to see evil,” (Hab1:13) and He is “a consuming 
fire” (Heb12:29) towards it. Can evil exist in His presence without corrupting Him or it being 
consumed? Yes: “The sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan 
also came among them.” (Job1:6) Thus, God is present in different ways in different places.9 
Hell occurs “in the presence (wrath) of the Lamb,” (Rev14:10) and “away from the presence 
(favor) of the Lord.” (2Thes1:9) God is of a more spiritual substance than to be contaminated 
by any physical pollution from being present in any place. Did our Saviour, who had a true 
body, derive any taint from the lepers He touched, diseases He cured, or devils He expelled?15 
OMNISCIENT: God “knows everything,” (1Jn3:20) in an instantaneous now; He does not think 
forward, or remember back.17 “His understanding is infinite,” (Ps147:5NKJV) and therefore, God 
fully knows Himself and all things actual and possible in one simple and eternal act.9    
All things actual: God knows what actually exists: “He determines the number of the stars; he 
gives to all of them their names.” (Ps147:4) God knows what actually happens: “You know 
when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar.” (Ps139:2) 
All things possible: Incredibly, God even knows about events that might happen but do not 
actually come to pass.9 Q: “Will Saul come down?”  A: “He will come down.” Q: “Will the men 
of Keilah surrender me?” A: “They will surrender you.” Yet, when “David and his men… 
departed,” Saul “gave up the expedition.” (1Sam23:11-13) God knows all future contingencies.2 

Gospel Implications: We “must worship in spirit and truth,” (Jn4:24) but are spiritually “dead in 
your trespasses and sins.” (Eph2:1) Thus, we must be “born again,” (Jn3:3) not “of man, but of 
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God,” (Jn1:13) made “alive together with Christ.” (Eph2:5) This is non-negotiable: “All are 
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” (Heb4:13) 

Section 4 - God’s Immutable Holiness & Righteous Justice 

IMMUTABILITY: “He is unchangeable,” (Job23:13NET) existing “before time began,” (2Tim 
1:9NET) thus, impervious to change. “With the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day.” (2Pet3:8) The contrast between being and becoming marks the 
difference between the Creator and the creature.14 We become; He being perfect, does not. 
Apparent Mutability: If God appears to change, remember, He “will not… change His 
mind." (1Sam15:29NASB) “Forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” (Jon3:4) “When God 
saw… they turned from their evil way, God relented.” (Jon3:10) Men changed, God did not. 
HOLINESS: “You alone are holy.” (Rev15:4) What we understand about this attribute will 
influence every aspect of our relationship with God.13 “Knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.” (Pro9:10) Holiness is God’s separation from and transcendence above all 
creation, in His existence and His morality. It is a transcendental attribute, casting luster upon 
the rest.18 “Majestic in holiness.” (Ex15:11) It is a transcendent purity.3 
Moral Purity: “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” (1Jn1:5) He is absolute purity, 
untainted by even a shadow of sin.19 “Your iniquities have made a separation between you and 
your God.” (Isa59:2) “The heavens are not pure in his sight.” (Job15:15) A fallen creature could 
sooner create a world than produce that which would meet the approval of infinite Purity.19 
Transcendence: “I dwell in the high and holy place,” (Isa57:15) “the transcendent God?” (Jer 
23:23NET) The gap between God and man is not merely quantitative, but qualitative.13 “There is 
none like me.” (Isa 46:9) “It is he who sits above the circle of the earth.” (Isa40:22) The angels 
cry, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” (Isa 6:3) due to an incomprehensible Otherness! He “humbles Himself to 
behold the things that are in the heavens and in the earth?” (Ps113:6NASB) What is man? (Ps8:4) 
RIGHTEOUS JUSTICE: In Hebrew/Greek, one word is used for righteousness/justice. Tsedeq 
(hebrew) means right, as it should be. Dikaios (greek) means conformed to what is right.20 

“Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne.” (Ps89:14KJV) God always acts in 
accordance with what is right and is Himself the final standard of what is right.9 “The LORD is 
righteous in all his ways,” (Ps145:17) and “shows himself holy in righteousness.” (Isa 5:16) 
“The LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our king.” (Isa33:22)  
Law-Giver: “The commandment is holy and righteous and good.” (Rom 7:12) That which is like 
God is good; and that which is not like God is evil.13 “I declare what is right,” (Isa45:19) for “the 
LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law and make it 
glorious.” (Isa42:21) “I will make justice the line, and righteousness the plumb line.” (Isa 28:17) 
Judge: If He is infinitely pure, his nature must be opposed to all sin; and as his acts are 
determined by his nature, his disapproval of sin must manifest itself in his acts.20 “Righteous 
are You.. because You judged these things.” (Rev 16:5NASB) God is “the righteous judge,” (2Tim 
4:8) and “shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” (Gen 18:25) “He will judge the 
world in righteousness.” (Acts17:31) 
Gospel Implications: “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips… For 
my eyes have seen the King.” (Isa6:5NASB) The Prophet.. was so terrified by seeing God, that he 
expected immediate destruction.21 God’s holiness reveals our uncleanness. For one sin God 
banished our first parents from Eden. For one sin Moses was excluded from Canaan, Elisha’s 
servant smitten with leprosy, Ananias and Sapphira cut off out of the land of the living.19 
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“It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment.” (Heb9:27) 

Section 5 – The Glory of God (What, Where, When, Why, How, Who) 

WHAT (glory possessed): He’s the “God of [possesses] glory.” (Acts7:2) It is intrinsic, that is, 
prior to and apart from any external manifestation of it. “The Temple was filled [heavy] with this 
cloud [veiled] of glory, and the courtyard glowed brightly [revealed] with the glory of the LORD.” 
(Ezek10:4NIV) It is visible that He is, but invisible what He is.15 
Heavy in presence: Kabod (Hebrew ‘glory’) meant a heavy weight, such as a rich man’s 
possessions which came with a heavy influence upon the community.22“‘I am he,’ they drew 
back and fell to the ground,” (Jn 18:6) thus, see the awesome gravity of His name.22 The 
temple was “filled with a cloud, so that the priests could not stand to minister.” (2Chron5:13-14) 
Revealed through light: Kabod denotes the manifestation of Iight.23 “I could not see because 
of the brightness of that light.” (Acts22:11) “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord… the whole earth is full 
of his glory!” (Isa6:3) When God’s holiness fills the earth for people to see, it is called glory.8 
Veiled by darkness: “You are a God who hides himself.” (Isa45:15) “Knew thee not.” (LXX) We 
could not bear the sight of the divine glory unveiled.4 “You shall see my back [revealed], but my 
face shall not be seen [hidden].” (Ex33:23) “He made darkness His hiding place.” (Ps18:11) 
WHERE (glory displayed): The glory of God is the going public of his holiness.8 Creation is 
not the result of any lack in God, “as though he needed anything.” (Acts17:25) Rather, as 
creation shows forth various aspects of God’s character, to that extent He takes delight in it.9  
In creation: “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork,” (Ps 19:1) preaching the glory of God like a teacher in a seminary of learning.21 “Let 
us make man in our image,” (Gen1:26) “whom I created for my glory.” (Isa43:7) God has made 
mankind to magnify His greatness, the same way telescopes magnify stars.8 
In His attributes: The name and glory of God are often equivalent expressions.24 He is “the 
Majestic Glory.” (2Pet1:17) “To your name give glory.” (Ps115:1) Through “his signs,” Christ 
“manifested his glory.” (Jn2:11) "Show me your glory," (Exo33:18) Instead, God proclaims what 
makes His name glorious: “My goodness [will] pass before you…  I will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious.” (vs19) Thus, goodness and sovereignty, are the foundation of God's glory. 
WHEN (glory ascribed): “Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!” (Ps150:6) We give 
God glory (honor) by acknowledging God’s glory (splendor). “Ascribe to the LORD the glory 
due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness.” (Ps29:2) Warning: “Immediately 
an angel of the Lord struck him down, because he did not give God the glory.” (Acts12:23) 
WHY (glory received): We must not judge God in His purpose of self-glorification as though 
he were a mere man.25 Man ought “not to think [highly] of himself,” (Rom12:3) for we are 
“nothing before him.” (Isa40:17) As God is of infinite worth, it is right that “in everything God 
may be glorified.” (1Pet4:11) Thus, “before all the people I will be honored.” (Lev10:3NASB) 
Edwards on Why: “For from him and through him and to him are all things.” (Rom11:36) 
Therefore God desires for “His own glory to exist in its emanation [created outflow], and to 
delight in the emanation of it. Thus, the nature in a tree, by which it puts forth buds, shoots out 
branches, and brings forth leaves and fruit, is an inherent quality that consummates in its own 
complete self.” “The tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit… The leaves of the tree were for 
the healing.” (Rev22:2) The tree is distinct from the fruit/leaves. “So God looks on the 
communication of Himself, and the emanation of His infinite glory, as the fullness and 
completeness of Himself, as though He were not in His most glorious state without it.” Time-

- All Bible verses are ESV unless otherwise indicated - Page  �5



THE GOSPEL STUDY (PART 1: THEOLOGY - WHO IS GOD?) 
“Sound doctrine, in accordance with the gospel.” (1Tim1:10-11) by Steven Rodrigue

less, He didn’t have to wait for His emanation to occur in creation (within time), having always 
expressed it. “So it seems a thing agreeable and valuable in itself, that this infinite fountain of 
good should send forth abundant streams. So far as the stream may be looked upon as 
anything besides the fountain, and may be looked at as an increase of good.” “You give them 
drink from the river of your delights. For with you is the fountain of life.” (Ps36:8-9) The river is 
distinct from the fountain. “We may suppose, that within the original property of his nature, a 
disposition in God to emanate from his own infinite fullness, was what excited him to create the 
world; and that the emanation itself was aimed at by him as a last end of the creation.” 
HOW (glory shared): Man's chief end is to glorify God, and enjoy Him forever.26 “Ask in my 
name… that the Father may be glorified.” (Jn14:13) “Ask… that your joy may be full.” (Jn16:24) 
God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in him.8  “They have forsaken me, the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed out… broken cisterns that can hold no water.” (Jer2:13) 
Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak.1 Jesus came that we “may have life 
and have it abundantly,” (Jn10:10) and “share in all his glory.” (Col3:4NIV) 
WHO (glory purposed): Jesus’ primary mission was not man’s salvation, but for God’s glory: 
“I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.” (Jn17:4) The 
apex of God’s glory is the display of His grace through Christ’s work on the Cross. “He is the 
radiance of the glory of God.” (Heb1:3) The glory of the Father is invisible until it shines forth in 
Christ, and shows itself impressed as it were on His image.21 Put all creation on one side of a 
scale, and Jesus on the other, and creation would be catapulted into eternity. 
Summary: It could be argued that the entire biblical plot line of creation, fall, redemption, and 
consummation is the story of God’s glory.27 In the creature’s knowing, esteeming, loving, 
rejoicing in, and praising God, the glory of God is both exhibited and acknowledged; his 
fullness is received and returned. Here is both an emanation and remanation. The Refulgence 
[God] shines upon and into the creature, and is reflected back to the Luminary [God]. The 
beams of glory come from God, and are something of God, and are refunded back again to 
their Original [God]. So that the whole is of God, and in God, and to God; and God is the 
beginning, middle and end in this affair.24 

Gospel implications: “Atone for our sins, for your name’s sake!” (Ps79:9) Had God not been 
able to glorify Himself through our salvation, He would not have chosen to save us at all. God 
“saved us… not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace.” (2Tim1:9) 
Grace is the endpoint in the revelation of God’s glory, as well as the ultimate purpose for 
creating the universe.8 Our salvation was to be to “the praise of his glorious grace.” (Eph1:5-6) 
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Faith; 27Christopher Morgan; 28Cosmological Argument
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