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“Sound doctrine, in accordance with the gospel.” (1Tim1:10-11) by Steven Rodrigue

Section 3 - God is Spirit, Omnipotent, Omnipresent, and Omniscient 

- God is Spirit (Jn4:24): God's essential mode of existence is different from everything 
that He has created. “To whom will you liken me and make me equal, and compare me, 
that we may be alike?” (Isa46:5) This is why “you shall not make for yourself a carved 
image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath.” 
(Exo20:4) To think of God’s being in terms of what He has created, is to think less of Him 
than He is. As a Spirit, we should not think of God as having size or dimensions, even 
infinite ones, for He is not confined by physical restraints. “Behold, heaven and the 
highest heaven cannot contain you.” (1Kg8:27) God exists as a being that is not made of 
any matter, has no parts or dimensions, is unable to be perceived by our bodily senses, 
and is more excellent than any other kind of existence.8 “No one has ever seen 
God,” (Jn1:18) for God “is invisible.” (Heb11:27) When God speaks of Himself using 
physical terms, God is simply attributing to Himself human characteristics in order to 
communicate a truth about Himself in a way that men can comprehend.1 His face denotes 
His presence, “before the face of the LORD.” (Gen19:13NKJV) His eyes denote His all-
seeing providence: “The eyes of the LORD are in every place.” (Pro15:3) His ears denote 
His readiness to attend requests: “His ears toward their cry.” (Ps34:15) His arms denote 
His power: “He has shown strength with his arm.” (Lk1:51) 

- Theophanies: A theophany is an appearance of God in which He takes on a visible 
forms to show Himself to people.8  In cases of apparent contradictions - such as God 
appearing to reveal Himself in physical form, while He says that He cannot be seen in a 
physical way - we need to remember this principle: Passages of Scripture that are 
difficult to interpret with certainty should be interpreted in light of those passages 
whose interpretation is unmistakable.1   When we read, “the Lord spoke to Moses face 
to face,” (Exo33:11NKJV) we must interpret this in light of God saying, “you cannot see 
my face.” (Exo33:20) This was a metaphor representing the intimacy between them, 
not a literal viewing of God’s face. These visible appearances of God, should be 
interpreted as visions or limited manifestations of God, rather than seeing God’s total 
essence. “The heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.” (Eze1:1) Jesus says 
of his Father, “His voice you have never heard, his form you have never seen,” (Jn5:37) 
and “no one has seen the Father except the one who is from God.” (Jn6:46NIV) When 
we read Moses “beholds the form of the Lord,” (Num12:8) we should not assume it 
refers to God the Father, for He cannot be seen in bodily form. “Whoever has seen me 
[Jesus] has seen the Father,” (Jn14:9) for “He is the image of the invisible God.” (Col 
1:15) Theophanies are generally foreshadows of God the Son: “I saw in the night 
visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man.” (Dan 
7:13) Isaiah says, “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne,” (Isa 6:1) yet John says, “Isaiah 
said these things because he saw his [Christ’s] glory.” (Jn12:41) The vision which the 
prophet there had of the glory of God is here said to be his seeing the glory of Jesus 
Christ.2  “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” (Jn3:8) The Spirit, like the wind, though its sound is heard, and its force felt, 
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cannot be seen.3  “The Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a 
dove,” (Lk3:22) and “divided tongues as of fire appeared to them.” (Acts2:3)  Such 
limited manifestations, simply communicated something about the Holy Spirit, rather 
than actually seeing Him.  

- God is Omnipotent: Omnis [all] potens [powerful] - God is called Almighty (Shadday), 
which means “most powerful,”  for His power is "eternal power.” (Rom1:20) God’s 
omnipotence implies no power is superior to His; He does exactly what He desires, for no 
one can resist Him. “He rules by His power forever.” (Ps66:7NKJV) However, while God is 
able to accomplish all things, He is not able to do anything inconsistent with His character.  
Because “the LORD is good,” (Ps135:3) “God cannot be tempted with evil.” (Jas1:13) 
Because His “Spirit is the truth,” (1Jn5:6) He “cannot lie.” (Tit1:2NKJV) God “cannot deny 
himself,” (2Tim2:13) which means He cannot cease to exist, or cease to be God, or act in 
a way inconsistent with any of his attributes.8 
  
- He is superior in power: As God has a will to resolve what He deems good, so He 

has power to execute His will.4  The power of God is unmatched, for all creatures 
derive their power from God. He is Himself the great central source and Originator of all 
power.5  “Power belongs to God.” (Ps62:11) God and power are so inseparable that the 
words are used interchangeably. “You will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand 
of Power.” (Mk14:62) Moreover, God’s display of power in the creation, is but a fraction 
of His power in reality. “His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of His 
praise. His brightness was like the light; He had rays flashing from His hand, and there 
His power was hidden.” (Hab 3:3-4NKJV) The operations of his power, compared with 
what he could have done, were rather the hiding of it than the discovery of it.2 

- His purposes cannot be stopped: “I work, and who can turn it back?” (Isa43:13) 
God’s infinite power implies nothing can prevent His purposes from being fulfilled. “No 
purpose of yours can be thwarted,” (Job42:2) for “in your hand are power and might, so 
that none is able to withstand you,” (2Chron20:6) Not once in all of history has man’s 
plans frustrated God’s plans. “The LORD of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate 
it?" (Isa14:27NASB) God is so unrestricted by mankind that “not one word has failed of all 
his good promise.” (1Kg8:56) With all this in mind, to be gripped by the omnipotence of 
God is either marvelous because he is for us or terrifying because he is against us.6   

- He does all that he pleases (Ps115:3): He who cannot do what he will and perform all 
his pleasure cannot be God.4  “My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure.”     
(Isa46:10NKJV) The only thing that determines what God will accomplish and what He 
won’t, is His own will.6  He “works all things according to the counsel of his will.” (Eph 
1:11) Paul does not say “according to the will of His counsel,” as when a wise person 
thinks first and then decides what to do; rather, God’s will is formed in such a way that 
it has the highest and most incomprehensible wisdom included in it.12  “He has both 
willed a thing and done it.” (Job23:13BST) No thought is necessary. He does as He 
pleases, only as He pleases, and always as He pleases.4 
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- Apparent unfulfilled desires: If God “desires all people to be saved,” (1Tim2:4) why is 
it that “the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who 
enter by it are many.” (Mt7:13) Why is God apparently not getting what He desires? 
The Biblical answer is that there are two wills of God. The Reformers called them 
God’s will of command (or revealed will), and God’s will of decree (or secret will). “The 
secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us 
and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” (Deut29:29)  
God’s will of command is His revealed desire for what He declares ought to happen 
(“that we may do”), while His will of decree is His secret desire for what He determines 
will actually happen (“things that belong to the Lord”). God's will is sometimes thwarted 
because He wills it to be, because He has given one of his desires precedence over 
another.11  Example: I do not desire to hurt my son in any way; but in order to fulfill my 
greater desire of seeing him grow into a godly man, I must discipline him, which will 
hurt. These two aspects of God’s will are never in conflict; He permits men to sin, 
although sin is forbidden, and He commands men to accomplish things they can never 
fulfill without His help.14  God “desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth,” (1Tim2:4) yet, we read that “God may perhaps grant them 
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth.” (2Tim2:25) While men ought to repent 
and be saved, for His own reasons, God only grants repentance to some so that 
they’re actually saved. We must certainly distinguish between what God would like to 
see happen and what he actually does will to happen, and both of these things can be 
spoken of as God's will.13  Example: God’s will of command is the multiple times He 
says to Pharaoh, "Let my people go." (Exo5:1, 7:16, 8:1, 8:8, 8:20) His will of decree is 
the multiple times He says, “I will harden his heart,” (Exo4:21, 7:3, 10:1, 11:10) “so that 
he will not let the people go.”  This demonstrates that in God’s sovereign reign, He can 
command that one state of events should happen, while He decrees that another state 
of events does happen. Why? “I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them, 
and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host.” (Exo14:4) Our man-centered view 
causes us to focus on the apparent unfairness of God toward Pharaoh, rather than the 
supreme goal of God glorifying Himself on earth. 

- God is Omnipresent: Omnis [all] praesens [present] - God does not have size or spatial 
dimensions and is present at every point of space with His whole being.8  Substance or 
matter is in no way displaced or spatially excluded by the presence of God. When God 
created all things out of nothing, he did not have to “move out of the way” to make room 
for the world. He is where it is.15  God “fills everything in every way.” (Eph1:23NIV) He is not 
absent from any portion of space, nor more present in one portion than in another.15 

“Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you.” (1Kgs8:27) The Hebrews 
call God by the name of “maqowm," meaning “place,” because he fills all places, and is 
contained in none; is not local and is infinite.3  “Do I not fill heaven and earth?” (Jer23:24) 
As God fills the heavens and the earth, all things are happening in His presence.14 
“Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?” (Ps139:7) 

- Assumptions and responses: Sin is primarily committed in darkness or solitude, 
because “people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were 
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evil.” (Jn3:19) “The murderer rises before it is light… in the night he is like a thief… the 
adulterer also waits for the twilight, saying, ‘No eye will see me’; and he veils his face. 
In the dark they dig through houses.” (Job24:14-16) These men are like the ostrich, 
which thrusting its head into a thicket, fancies it is not seen… who imagine that their 
evil deeds, done in the dark, are not seen by Him, before whom every creature is made 
manifest, and all things are naked and open.3  “His eyes are on the ways of a man, and 
He sees all his steps. There is no gloom or deep darkness where evildoers may hide 
themselves.” (Job34:21-22) Assumption: God does not see, and therefore cannot 
punish. “The LORD does not see; the God of Jacob does not perceive.” (Ps94:7) 
Response: “Have you seen what the elders of the house of Israel do in the dark, every 
man in the room of his idols?” (Eze8:12) God sees and is aware of the very sin men 
think He cannot see and is ignorant of. Assumption: If God does not punish 
immediately, He will not punish at all. “Because the sentence against an evil work is not 
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do 
evil.” (Eccl8:11) Response: “You are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath 
when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.” (Rom2:5) God is not apathetic 
toward sin, but rather, will bring a guilty charge against those who are “doing what is 
evil in the sight of the LORD.” (Deut4:25)  

- Two apparent problems:  If God is “of purer eyes than to see evil,” (Hab1:13) how can 
evil exist in His presence without corrupting Him?  And, if “God is a consuming fire,”       
(Heb12:29) how can evil exist in His presence without being consumed? Example: 
“The sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD - and Satan also 
arrived among them.” (Job1:6NET) Is there a greater evil than Satan? Yet he stood un-
consumed before the Lord; and who would charge God with being corrupted by Satan’s 
presence? This apparent difficulty can be resolved by realizing that God is present in 
different ways in different places.8  Example: Hell is described as where the unsaved 
“will be tormented with fire and sulfur… in the presence of the Lamb.” (Rev14:10) In 
this sense, John’s referring to the presence of “the wrath of the Lamb.” (Rev6:16) Yet, 
hell is also described as where the unsaved “will suffer the punishment of eternal 
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord.” (2Thes1:9) In this sense, Paul’s 
referring to God’s favorable presence, “when he comes on that day to be glorified in his 
saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed.” (vs10) God is not with 
wicked men, in the same sense that He is with good men; namely, with his gracious 
presence.3  “I will love him and manifest myself to him,” (Jn14:21) “If for a single 
moment I should go up among you, I would consume you.” (Exo33:5) The word if 
clearly demonstrates God’s ability to manifest whatever attributes He chooses, be it 
wrath or love or whatever, while remaining completely omnipresent. Some suggest it 
brings discredit to the Divine essence to be everywhere. But what place can defile a 
spirit?  Did the angel contract any soil, by stepping into the prison to deliver Peter? As 
God is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, so He is of a more spiritual substance than 
to be contaminated by any physical pollution from being present in any place. Did our 
Saviour, who had a true body, derive any taint from the lepers He touched, the 
diseases He cured, or the devils He expelled? God is a pure Spirit; He plunges himself 
into no filth, and is blotted with no spots by being present with sinners.10 
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- God is Omniscient: Omnis [all] sciens [to know] - God knows everything in an 
instantaneous now; He does not think forward, or remember back; He knows everything 
right now, always.14  “The Lord is a God of knowledge.” (1Sam2:3) The omniscience of 
God means that He possesses perfect knowledge of all things past, present, and future - 
immediately, effortlessly, simultaneously, and exhaustively.1  God is “perfect in 
knowledge,” (Job37:16) “knows everything,” (1Jn3:20) and “His understanding is 
infinite” (Ps147:5NKJV) as well as “unsearchable.” (Isa40:28) For this reason, “the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God.” (1Cor2:10) Since the Spirit of God knows 
the depths of God, which are infinite, how easily and exhaustively must He know the 
shallow things of creation, which are finite? God fully knows Himself and all things actual 
and possible in one simple and eternal act.8    

- God knows all things actual: By actual we mean those things which actually exist 
and actually happen. “He counts the number of the stars,” (Ps147:4NKJV) “even the hairs 
of your head are all numbered.” (Mt 10:30) “You know when I sit down and and when I 
rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar.” (Ps 139:1-2) God says, “I know the things 
that come into your mind,” (Eze11:5) for “your Father knows what you need before you 
ask him.” (Mt6:8) God knows everything that ever did happen, is happening, or will 
happen. “I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning 
and from ancient times things not yet done.” (Isa46:9-10)  

- God knows all things possible: There are some instances in Scripture where God 
gives information about events that might happen but do not actually come to pass.8  
“Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.” (Mt11:21) God 
knows all future contingencies.3  David asks God, “‘Will Saul come down, as your 
servant has heard?’… And the Lord said, ‘He will come down.’ Then David said, ‘Will 
the men of Keilah surrender me and my men into the hand of Saul?’ And the Lord said, 
‘They will surrender you.’ Then David and his men, who were about six hundred, arose 
and departed from Keilah… When Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah, 
he gave up the expedition.” (1Sam23:11-13) He therefore knows not only what will be, 
but what would be if it were not prevented.2  Infinite possibilities exist, because “all 
things are possible with God.” (Mk10:27) As His power is infinite, and can create 
innumerable worlds and creatures, so is His knowledge infinite, in knowing 
innumerable things possible to His power. Possibles are infinite; that is, there is no end 
of what God can do, and therefore no end of what God does know; otherwise His 
power would be more infinite than His knowledge.10 

- Gospel Implications: God is Spirit, implies that “those who worship him must worship 
in spirit and truth.” (Jn4:24) Sadly, prior to salvation humanity is spiritually “dead in your 
trespasses and sins,” (Eph2:1) and “unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.” (Jn3:3) “Born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God.” (Jn1:13) In order to know Him who is Spirit, our deadened spirits must be made 
“alive together with Christ.” (Eph2:5) God is omnipotent implies we are unable to prevent 
God’s purposes, nor argue with His prescribed way of salvation. “None can stay his hand 
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or say to him, ‘What have you done?’” (Dan4:35) God is omnipresent implies he sees all 
our sins, and will “bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,” (1Cor4:5) for “no 
creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to 
whom we must give account.” (Heb4:13)  God is omniscient, implies that God will judge 
every man according to His perfect knowledge of all the facts; no sin will be hidden or 
forgotten.1  He “will disclose the purposes of the heart,” (1Cor4:5) and “has no need to 
consider a man further, that he should go before God in judgment.” (Job 34:23) When you 
wish to do something evil, you retire from the public into your house, and to those places 
of your house which are unseen from human eyes; and even then, in fear of still being 
seen, you retire into your heart, and there you meditate on sinful thoughts: yet know that 
God is more present than you are in your own heart.9 

- References: 1Paul Washer; 2Mathew Henry; 3John Gill; 4A.W. Pink; 5Charles Spurgeon; 
6John Piper; 7The Theology Program; 8Wayne Grudem; 9Herman Bavinck; 10Stephen 
Charnock; 11John Frame; 12Wolfgang Musculus; 13I. Howard Marshall; 14C. Matthew 
McMahon; 15Sam Storms;
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